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Loxe > xi. Is 2, Ge. 


'Y : Wire we were preſent, at that ſea ſon, ſome that told bim of the Galileans, . 
_* «vboſe blood Pilate had mingled with their ſacrifites. 


3 2 finners above all the Galileans becauſe they ſuffered ſuch things ; 2 
7 tell you, nay: but except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. : 
© thoſe eighteen, upon whom the tower of Siloam fell, and flew them, 
= think ye that they were ſinners above all men that dwelt in as Fe. 


Y r 1 you, 10 * but except Ye 8 7 * ops a . oy — 


9 4 AHIS Glemn reproofe hath TIE —— 1 . 
| ten quoted, as a condemnation of the opinion which aſcribes. 


1 : the general calamities effected by natural or civil caſes, to 
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1 pinion is founded in the very eſſence of Religion. What, the text con- 
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That this was the caſe, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew,—from the cha- 


= a dc K from the oy” words of the text itſelfe, | 


4 Jeſus anſwering, ſaid unto them, Suppoſe ye that : beſe Galileans wer E 


4 « . s diſpleaſure againſt ſin:“ but ſurely, with little reaſon ; for that : 


1 mns is the ſuperſtitious abuſe of it, which uncharitably concludes, 
© or” * the ſufferers 1 in a er * are oe ſinners chan other 


3 matter of the ſpeaker—from the ſtate. and circumſtances of the hearers— 5 
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that general calamities, tho events merely phyſical or civil, were 


or war, fertility or dearth, health or peſtilence, are the proper inſtru- 


1 fond inſtrument for the by cagr ah of the er. 


" 1 5 Natural and civil Events 


3 He who goeth about to inſtruct others in their knowledge of | 1 
God, whether commiſſioned from Heaven or prompted by his own "= 
charity, muſt needs conceive that the moral Governor of the univerſe, 8 
whoſe eſſential character it is, not to leave himſelf without a witneſs, 4m 
| doth frequently employ the phyſical and civil operations of the natural 

ſyſtem, to ſupport and reform the moral. For if God be indeed a 
moral Governor, he muſt manifeſt his dominton in whatever world he 
is pleaſed to ſtation and to exerciſe his accountable and probationary 
creatures. In man's ſtate and condition here, natural and civil events 
are the proper inſtruments of moral government. The teacher therefore 
of Religion, or of a moral Governor, will be neceſſarily led to inculcate, 7B 
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8 (amongſt other ends) ordained by the allwiſe and allpowerfull Author 
of nature to ſerve for the ſcourge of moral diſorders. For to ſuppoſe, BD 
that Phyſical or civil events, whether friendly or adverſe, ſuch as peace .'% 


ments of reward and puniſhment, and yet, that God doth not ſo employ 
them, but will rather have recourſe to what we call miraculous opera- 
tions, is an unwarranted and indeed diſreſpectfull notion of divine wit- | 1 
dom; as implying a kind of incapacity in the Almighty to fit the na- = 
tural to the moral ſyſtem in fuch a manner as to make the former his 4 - 


. lt, Ren the chirnkber of the e 6 we turn to he Aar and 8 
Cy i tion of the hearers, we ſhall ſee further reaſon to acquieſce in this 4 1 
concluſion. The Jews, of all people upon earth, were beſt juſtified in 
aſcribing general calamities to the anger of offended Heaven. They 
were of a race. long accuſtomed to receive rewards and puniſhments] 5 
thro the inſtrumentality of Nature; and of a Religion which more ſo- g. 

i lemnly and exactly diſpenfed them; for the moſt part indeed, they were Z Q 
miraculouſly inforced ; yet frequently too adminiſtred in the common 
order and courſe of Nature: fo that fuch-a people, whoſe ſacred book, 


Lore 3 in * page to che 8 of crimes by ſlaughter, | 
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the Inſtruments of Gods moral Government, Wb 


. Klence, and famine, could never heſitate a moment to conclude, that 
She calamities of the wicked Galileans \ were a mark of God's —— 


1 . e 


3. Laſtly, the very words of the ond [ PO ye repent, ye Ha 
Ho perifſh,] evidently imply, that amongſt the many ends effected 
ig A in the adminiſtration of Nature, this was one, to expreſs God's s diſplea- 5 
Fare at human iniquities, in order to bring men to REPENTANCE,—except 
ve REPENT, Je ſhall all likewiſe periſh : that is, periſh for the ſame cauſe, 
| I Pour ſins) and by the ſame inſtrument, (the roman power.) In which 
9 appears, that our bleſſed Lord alluded to his own prediction, of the 
MExterminating vengeance impending o over the whole n nation * the arms 


| * HW; if the belief of a moral end, in theſe general calamities, be 4 
x rinciple of Religion, neceſſary to be inculcated, to ſupport the reve- 
1 ence due to the moral Governor of the world; What was it, you will 
[ aſk , that could deſerve ſo ſolemn and ſo ſevere a reproofe as as our r Lord's . 
LL ords are confeſſed t to Toner on this occaſion ? es Fe BG 5 
3 The anſwer is eaſy. It was that deteſtable 8 which uſu- ” 
= x ly accompanies, and fo fatally infects, this generous principle of Re- : 
= gion; the ſuperſtition of aſcribing public calamities, not to God's diſ- 
and 1 1 eaſure againſt ſin in general, but to his vengeance on the perſons of 
he unhappy ſufferers ; who, for ſome fancy or other, this ſuperſtition fy 
in pncludes to be greater ſinners than other —_—_ 
hey - | I 
Sl | This defarved all the 8 of i our Y ay" cenſure, a as it K pte groſs | 
1 gnorance in the nature of the puniſhment ; and betrayed a malignity of . 
3 Fart which And che very ons of che diſpenſation. ; 


: * When Sodom and 8 was ee by a fre dom Heaved, | 
N A bd the idolatrous inhabitants of Canaan extirpated by the command of 
1 od, 0 ſurniſhed the TE, he employed, with extraordinary g 
1 1 
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8 
en for their deſtr uction, the people of God were ET DE” D to con- 


ſequently, that their puniſhment was inf cted in vengeance for their owa 


providence, bo adjuſts the ide HP] of the natural and aa 91. 1 
tems, as to make the events in the former to ſerve for the regulation | 


cipally deſigned as alarms and warnings to a careleſs i inattentive world; 
_ ai that n moral e was 5 rather ner 2 un bee # b 


on more. criminal chan others. | ON wu we VVV "= 


Natural 410 civil Events 1 . 


clude, that thoſe nations were ſinners above all other men; and, con- | 


immeaſurable he RH as well as for a as and GE to the reſt | 7 


9 


of the latter, we muſt, in all reaſon, conceive that ſuch events are = 1 


him. FR tho whi affer are Haas . ae aka not half 1 
hey are greater ſinners than thoſe who have eſcaped; poſſibly much 
leſs, as the preſervation of theſe was neceſſary for the carrying on ſome! 4 a 
other great and inſcrutable _—_ of dy in the more re gener, 80 1 : 
1 vernment of the moral world. _ : 


F rom al this, it appears, that tho”; 5 l we e be allowed on te 5 


5 bereſt phe avg of Sms; to conſider ſuch 0 grams as the « oy "I * 


„ | This lady me to  anecker reaſon of the Krerkty' 2 our Ford! 0. 
155 reproofe ; 3 the extreme uncharitableneſs of this wicked ſuperſtition: 
For when once we begin to eſtimate the degree of demerit by the fr.. 
F quency or ſeverity of the puniſhment, and the degree of God's disf. 
vour in proportion ta the demerit, theſe our diſtreſſed brethren will x Kc 


no longer the object of our pity, but of our ſcorn and averſion, as th 

: kd and the outcaſts of Heaven. And when ſuperſtition is ona 

| gotinto this train, ſo frequent and general are the calamities of huma 
- iſe, that chriſtian communities from a brotherhood of love would ſo 
1 degenerate into a deſperate crew of miſcreants, each rejoicing | in ty 
71 P3i0s, ang n in the miſeries of others. q 


25 Inftruments of God's moral Government... 5 7” 
= WH third reaſon of the ſeverity of the reproofe is, That this ſuper- 
9 Wen has a direct tendency to defeat the very end of the chaſtiſement. 
1 is inflicted to rouſe, to wake, and to alarm a drowſy, inattentive 
Sorld ; to beget, in thoſe who have eſcaped, humility and circumſpec- 


il * on; which," by a timely repentance, may avert the vengeance hovering 
on bout themſelves. But when men, by this wretched error, are become 
— debauched as to fancy, that the unhappy, on whom the evil falls, are 
d; f aners above all others, they no longer conſider the puniſhment as a 


E » arning of ſome approaching miſchief, but as a vengeance, in which 
"Hiemſelves are but remotely concerned, and have therefore no need to 
FErutinize their own conduct, or diſturb their quiet with ſelf-apprehen- 
Fons. Thus the gracious purpoſe of Heaven being defeated, and the 
1 1 and of mercy ſtretched out in vain, an exterminating vengeance fuc-. 


SY eds, and the dreadfull ſcene cloſes i in a final deſtruction. 
TA ; | This v was + the al of theſe very men to Hh the te was nk | | 


c : reſſed. They were far gone in the ſuperſtition here condemned. They 
Pad long conſidered general diſaſters in this abſurd and impious light: 


1 h their own ways. Examples became loſt upon them; and every freſh 
eam of divine mercy WY ſerved. to the cp them into o the Oey * Fan 
- f his juſtice. e 5 
| T kings were now ata i. - and; the laſt warning-voice from 5 
Feaven was given in the example of the Galileans, ſuffering by that ver 

4 : ourge, the roman power, which ſtood ready at the door to diſperſe 
Id ſweep away their very name and nation. And now the gracious 


dem, in an explanation of the nature and purpoſe of theſe admoni- 
ons: He ſhews That they. were offlained for their abr 2 uſe; to Sy + 


j lected or delayed, they too. ede N iſh, and, in a more gener de. 5 
2X ation, 


| Bur To 


b ind the ſuffering Galileans ſupported them in the ſatisfaction they took = 


8: viour of the world exerts this laſt effort of his goodneſs towards 


ment of God's vengeance, the Imperial eagle, ſcenting the carcaſs Þ from 


k⁴ttention to it, though it be to ſet before you a view of the wonders of 


. CS ne, * . 


But the 4 of grace was 1 ; they were : deaf to {oe Oh to Nate 
and to Religion. Their doom was now pronounced; and that inſtru- 


afar, came down with an exterminating wing on this devoted Na- 
tion, already more > than Yar * by its inteſtine vices and cor- 
> SS: ; 


The comcenglarier of this au full n is at chis time o pecu- 
: narf uſefull to Us, that I almoſt ſcruple to call you away from à due 


7 divine Providence, which this F preſents and 9 to us. 


F or ; whnt 1 1 after having explained my text, was to „ 
| that the doctrine of it, which aſcribes the general calamities, ariſing from 

natural cauſes, to God's diſpleaſure againſt fin, diſplays his glory in the 
| faireſt colours, and eſtabliſhes. man's. + us and "_— on the moſt t ] 
Tt 2: foundations. | WS 3 


| And, ſecondly, that the 3 faſhionable « opinion, That 1 natur 5 * a 

events proceed not from a moral Ruler, and have no relation to moral go- wa 
vernment, is the ſource of perpetual _ and alarms 1 to > the aban- we! 

doned and forlorn inhabitants of the earth. 3 


1. Firſt PE we may a; that _ 3 & n natural events 
10 1 government“, in the common courſe of Providence, connects -ontr 
the character of Lord and Governor of the intellectual world, with that ei 

| of Creator and Preſerver of the material: A conſideration of great uſe, as bi 5 
lor other —_— . nn God's e i e for x far 


A PO XXIV. 0 1 | | | | | 1 75 
AI may not be i improper to 8 that the eee here PII of 3 is altogether ends. 
scher thing from thoſe effects of national vice and virtue, whieb God, in the conſtitu -- 
Von of univerſal agtare, back annexed to, and made n from, moral prior, WES 


* 
93 
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the Inſtruments of Ges moral Government. | 9 


1 * bis, char. it redreſſes the old manichean i impiety, ſo derogatory to it, 
ich makes an evil Principle ſharer with him in the direction of the 
1 ſiverſe : For the conſtant undiſturbed courſe of the natural ſyſtem, 

hen compared with the diſorders of the moral, firſt gave birth to that 
3 | imagination. Now this doctrine, of the pre- -eſtabliſhed _ 
9 ection of natural events to moral government, obviates all irreligious 5 
Mpicions; and not only ſatisfies us that there is but one Governor of 
ot ſyſtems, but that both * are conducted nts one | ſcheme of 
; Ire vidence. 5 


1 1 o form the coniicution * nature in PREY a manner r that, whthoue: 125 
rolling or ſuſpending its laws, it ſhould continue through a long 

, eon of ages to produce its phyſical revolutions, | as they beſt con- 
ihrte to the preſervation and order of their own ſyſtem, Juſt at thoſe 
3 rec ble moments when their effects, whether ſalutary or pernicious to 
man might ſerve as inſtruments for the government of the moral 
"work ; that a hoſtile inroad, in the courſe of national quarrels, ſhould = 
« . all the flouriſhing bleſſings of rural induſtry ; that warring 
elem aq in the ſtated order of natural government, ſhould depopulate 
ear in pieces a high-viced city, juſt at that very inſtant when moral 
nment required a warning and example to be held out to a careleſs 
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4 | 0 4 M and, je of meal hg it are hens: | MAN defect of : 
n: Had the government of the natural ſyſtem required the 
1 gon if ſuch laws as would be always diſturbing and defeating : 
e fa Petions of the moral, it might have argued defect of power, 


1 33 or abr the 8 FP; the phyſ cal 8 in a Koßble effet, is, what we 
. 4 Miracle. And we can fee but two neceſſary occaſions of this extraordinary diſpenſa- 
dle one, to atteſt and ſupport the truth of a new Religion coming from God; 
to adminiſter a T heocratic government. Theſe are . wort. 17 the 5 
X 5 5 N Kom, and es bo in "0 nature of things. 5 | | | | 


y 0 W, is giving us the nobleſt as well 3 as s moſt aKoniſhing idea of God's „„ 


RT > 
3 


and inforce the ſanctions of religion, this, I ſay, muſt needs give us 
the nobleſt, as well as moſt aſtoniſhing . of 8 WISDOM and} 7 


1 Natural and civil Events 


But where the dated laws of phyſics, while they a are promoting. ther 3 
own purpoſe, are, at the ſame time, ſo contrived as to ſupport, vigor 


e 2 331 33: 8 ::. 


and comfort of ſecurity to the ſober pious man. For when it is unden 1 
| ſtood that the courſe of nature was, by the laws impoſed upon it fron 0 
the foundations of the world, ſo contrived as to co-operate with the lan 4 
of moral government, ſuch an one, on the appearance of any of th: 


3 
. 4 4 * 
1 5 1 8 7 : | 


- New 4s: the ls FT this Diſpenſation afford 100 const 


B $i 5 


public warnings to awake the nations from their lethargy of vice, 


never be terrified and diſtracted with the vain apprehenſions of an u 


Jiſtinguiſhing deſolation, which is out of his power to avoid; as bei 
Vell aſſured, from the nature of the judgment, that a ſincere pu rp 
. 


5 . 7 


1208 terly unphiloſophical to ſuppoſe that a preſent and inſtantaneous cli « 


the world.“ We can tell theſe pretending reaſoners that our reli 
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of amending the public r manners > will be able to avert the _ : 


Nor lex; men Ph rightly inftruged i in . ways g of God ſuffer their w Ie ir oi L. 
rt confidence to be ſhaken by this plauſible ſophiſtry, « That it n. 


in our conduct can ſtop or avert a natural event, eſtabliſhed, by a ic 
« link of cauſes, which have kept operating ever ſince the foundation Ty | 


confidence is not derived from ſo abſurd a principle as to reſt on the 5 
row and unfaithful ground of ſuperſtition. Our concluſions are drawn i 
"oe moſt reaſonable conceptions that man can entertain of his Creator 8 BY 
Lord: Who, when he made the world, in which all futurity was as a 7 
ſtant before him, as well the free determinations of the human will 7 
neceſſary effects of phyſical laws, fo fitted and accommodated each i . 
other, that a ſincere repentance in the moral world, ſhould be il : 
avert an impending deſolation in the natural; not by any preſent WW 
ation or * of its Phyſical WS,” but * originally ach 


1 


the If uments of G 8 meal Gevernment. 9 19 75 11 


E : heir operations, to all the foreſeen circumſtances of the moral world : 
8 o as to make matter and motion (beſides their other purpoſes) to ſerve 
; pr the regulation of the underſtanding and will. We ſhould bluſh, we 
u them, to be ſo uninſtructed in the nature of prayer as to fancy it 
< an work any temporary change in the diſpoſitions of the Deity, who is 
e ame yeſterday, to day, and for ever: Yet we are not aſhamed to hold 5 
bat, by the chain of cauſes and effects, which not only ſuſtains each 
1 tem, but connects them with one another, God hath ſo wonderfully 
ntrived, that the temporary endeavours of pious men ſhall procure _ 
Food and avert evil, by the pre-eſtabliſhed harmony which be hath 7 
filed to exiſt between moral ations and natural events. „ 


4 T VAN we ſee, dest two efferaial defines of en, Fe God's JO 
rns in phyſical and civil events,” and * the efficacy of the good 


an's prayer”. ſtand equally on one and the ſame Principle, the og OE 


1X inal © connexion anna the natural and moral world. 


And here ich me K th . 8 men, 3 From: 4a 

nfeſſed truth that theſe public deſolations proceed entirely from natura! 

uſes, have too confidently concluded that they cannot be efteemed the 

1 | eligious warnings of a moral Governor : and therefore, after having | 

een moſt alarmed by them while they were impending, are the firſt to 

hs kdicule their own imbecillity ; which had led them, before they were aware, 

i ha: P the very brink of repentance, An inſtance of this we ſaw amongſt 

rrſelves when Heaven in mercy not long ſince ſhook a guilty land. * 

5 petition of the ſtroke ſo amaſed and terrified its inhabitants that, in 
Wir fright, they ſeemed in haſte to give a ſpecimen of their ſeriouſneſs = 


he raſh project of amending their manners vaniſhed like a morning miſt ; 
d they returned with equal ſpeed to their accuſtomed follies and difhi- "4 
ations. And to what was all this owing but to a double blunder, unbe- 
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Peſe warnings, as if they were ä out tof nature, prodigious and 
5 7 2 ER „ miraculous; - 


Wd reformation. But a third ſhock not coming when they expected it, 5 


Þming a nation of philoſophers ? f They had firſt entertained a falſe idea of T7, 
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2 12 N Natural and civil Event: 


5 miraculous; ; and when they came to underſtand that mey w were only me 


_ cluded that they had nothing in them formidable or threatening to im. 
penitent ſinners. Whereas a moderate ſhare of natural theology woul( 


operations of the phy ſical ſyſtem, yet they were providentially connectei 

with the moral, and pre- ordained to fupport its ſanctions. But when 

was the wonder that that which began in ſuperſtition ſhould end in jr. 
religion? for, by a ſtrange and monſtrous kind of birth, extremes, in 
1 the moral world, are always conceiving and Be b their ns. 


of thoſe men, who ſuppoſe that God does not uphold the world as the Y 
ns moral Ruler of it, but as the phyſical Diſpenſer only ; and thoſe wi 
deny theſe natural diſaſters to be connected with the | rand PIPE. canſf 

= have no other idea of Goes OS 3 8 


will find their condition to be moſt diſconſolate and forlorn; then 

- principles having bereft them of all thoſe hopes which are ever pre i 
up in the breaſt of the religious. man; who is taught both by reaſon 
and revelation to conclude, that theſe effects of God's diſpleaſure again L 
ſin may be averted by a fincere repentance. For though the irreligiouſ E 1 
- naturaliſt acknowledges a Governor. of the univerſe, yet, as he ſup- 
poſes this Governor to direct all things by his natural attributes off 9 
power and wiſdom, and not by his moral, of goodneſs and juſtice, hi | 
acknowledgment of a God affords him no more ſecurity againft his fea 

| than if there were no God at all; and that the univerſe lay entirely at the F 
mercy of Chance or Deſtiny; becauſe a mere phyſical director havingl P 
no reſpect to the ſyſtem of Rationals, their preſervation | or deſtruction} = 

| will not be dependent on their behaviour, but on the purpoſes of th 
_ phyſical ſyſtem ; the ſupport of which may (for ought this philoſopher 10 
or oF one elle. can tell) require the deſtruction of mankind, inſtead T | 


effects of phyſical cauſes, they then, by as ſhameful an ignorance, con 


have taught chem, that though theſe warnings or diſaſters were indeed the 
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7 - But now, in i the laſt DER” let us take a view of the ſtate and fruaril # 3 


Sach men, "a all theſe dreadful warnin os of {a Natur 3 
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the Inſtruments of Ged's ral Government. 13 
beir ' prefervation : and the very next ſhock of the diſordered globe 


N ade! in [TRE ruin __ defolation of. 20 E 


4 ration was impreſſed upon matter to bring about any other re- 
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8 titution of . os 5 


_ of man. 


o_ Nis een, that FER vain Sis, whack diſcards this principle. 


its creed, diſhonours Providence and moſt diſtreſſes human lie. 5 
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BM ork thoſe neceſſary changes in matter and motion which "wp con- FE. 


Thus the apt: 05 undellere er, while tragel Nature is „ Bairiing in his , 
Ws, has no whither to fly for refuge from his terrors : he ſees himſelf in a 
Echerlefs and abandoned world, expoſed to all the rage of deaf and 
* hrelenting elements. He may find, indeed, a ſupport and comfort in 
A Religion: but that is below the dignity , of his philoſophic character, 
d a mixing with the ſuperſtitious herd, It is unworthy a man of 
| ol I lence to ſu ppoſe, that the ſyſtem of nature was created and is conducted 


ſerve any other purpoſes than its own; or that the ſublime principle : . 


1 @lutions than of or vaſt Beal which are the ery < of his — 8 
in a a word; every Son Erves to eſtabliſh the religious p prin- e 
: + It is 8 to * agreeable to reaſon and to religion 0 under the preſene £7 


1. t is 1 to tend moſt to > the ox of God, and to the peace and 


E | hat low” we 7 to do, but, on a principle 0 well eſtabliſhed, to 
re late our praclice and repoſe our confidence. A ſincere, a ſpeedy TY, 
aft Yorough reformation will not fail to avert the anger of the Lord, 
"8 gone out againſt the fioful inhabitants of the carth, I mean, a 

= ) reformation 


14 VNoatural and civil Events, 


reformation of the general manners, where each of us, in our ſever, 
ſtations, may concur to heal the breaches made in our excellent conf 
ſtitution by our party-follies; to oppoſe the enormous progreſs 4 
avarice and corruption; to check the waſting rage for pleaſure an 
n to ſhake off thoſe unmanly luxuries crept in to domcſij 
life, ſome for the gratification of our appetites, but more for the diſply 
of our vanities. | ID. - 


When we > have done this we have done our part. And then the 
terrors of the Lord will ceaſe; or they will become harmleſs and eve 
ſalutary to us. We ſhall, if it be our lot to meet that great day 4 
Saanen foretold by our ſacred Oracles, not only ſtand, wil 
the man of morals, ſerene and fearleſs * amidſt the craſh of fall 
worlds; but, with the religious man, riſe triumphant over them, p4 
| takers of the glories of the Lamb, in thoſe happier regions of pe 
kel ſtability and peace. N * 
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